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STUDENT SEARCHES Policy Code: 4342

student cell phones and other electronic devices may be conducted.

2. Searches of Motor Vehicles
School officials may search the interior of a student’s motor vehicle.

3. “Pat-down” Searches
A school official may conduct a frisk or “pat-down” search of a student’s person.
The search must be conducted in private by a school official with an adult witness
present. Both the school official conducting the search and the adult witness must
be the same sex as the student.

4. More Intrusive Personal Searches
More intrusive personal searches are discouraged and are to be used only in very

limited circumstances. A personal search is more intrusive when it extends beyond
a
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general searches based upon a pattern or expectation of violence, drug activity, or
disruption; and (2) provide written notice to students and parents of the school policy
and/or procedures governing general searches, but not of specific times when or places
where searches will be conducted.

When conducted in accordance with the standards described above and any corresponding
procedures, the board authorizes the following types of general, suspicionless searches.
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policy will be considered a violation of the expected standard of behavior, and will subject
the student to appropriate consequences.

Any person who is not a student who refuses to permit a general metal detector search of
his or her person and/or belongings at the point-of-entry to a school-sponsored activity may
be denied entry to the activity.

E. NOTICE

School principals shall take reasonable steps to provide notice of this policy to students
and parents at the start of each school year.

Legal References: U.S. Const. amend. 1V; New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325 (1985), Safford
United School District #1 v. Redding, 557 U.S. 364 (2009); G.S. 115C-47, -288, -307, -390.2, -
391.2

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 06/17/2024

GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS Page 4 of 4



